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What is Family?, written & illustrated by Ariel Wang, was created as part of the 

B’nai B’rith International Diverse Minds Youth Writing Challenge in New York City.

The Diverse Minds Youth Writing Challenge is an education and awareness initiative 

created by B’nai B’rith International as part of its series of programs developed to 

combat bigotry through the promotion of tolerance and equality. The contest aims to 

present positive views about diversity to a broad range of youth in order to achieve 

tolerance within our communities.

Executed through public and private high schools within New York City, the contest 

asks high school students to write and illustrate a children’s book that tells a story of 

diversity and tolerance. Participants are required to think about how these principles 

can improve our world, and then create innovative ways to teach these ideas to 

children through the creation of a book.

Book submissions were reviewed by a local judging panel comprised of business 

leaders, educators, non-profit community leaders and local officials. Scholarship 
prizes in the amounts of $5,000, $2,000 and $1,000 are awarded to the first, second 
and third place winners, and the first-place winning book is professionally published 
and donated to elementary schools, libraries and literacy organizations.

For more information about the program and next year’s contest,

please visit www.bnaibrith.org/diverseminds.
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Ariel Wang, a student at the High School for Dual 
Language and Asian Studies, was selected as the 
first place winner of the 2014 Diverse Minds Youth 
Writing Challenge for the New York City contest.

What Is Family?, with its rhyming speech and bright 
illustrations, was written with young readers in mind. 
Ariel’s intention was to “allow young readers to 
acknowledge that family structures can be different, 
because love is what holds a family together no 
matter who is in it.”
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P R O G R A M  S P O N S O R

B’nai B’rith International would like to thank the NYSE Euronext Foundation for their 
continued support of the Diverse Minds Youth Writing Challenge in New York City. Their 

generous grant provided the funds necessary for B’nai B’rith to publish What is Family? 

and donate a copy of it to each library and elementary school in New York City.

The NYSE Euronext Foundation is a private philanthropic foundation established by the 
New York Stock Exchange in 1983. It directs its philanthropic resources to innovative and 
effective organizations, programs, and projects that meet community needs within its 

priority areas of funding: Financial Literacy Education, Developing Economic Opportunity, 
and Entrepreneurship. It seeks to address the needs of communities in all areas of the 

globe where NYSE Euronext maintains a business presence and funds both new and 
proven charitable endeavors that confer a broad public benefit.

Daniel S. Mariaschin, Executive Vice President 
of B’nai B’rith, joins the first, second and third 
place winners of the New York City Challenge. 
The New York Stock Exchange generously 
hosts the Award Presentation Event each year.

Students compete in The Stock Market 
Game, an on-line educational program 
sponsored by SIFMA Foundation. The NYSE 
Euronext Foundation has been a supporter 
of The Stock Market Game since 1984.



B’nai B’rith International would like to thank Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi UFJ for their 

support of the Diverse Minds Youth Writing Challenge in New York City. 

An organization is most dynamic when diverse individuals join together to 

collaborate and learn from one another. Bank of Tokyo-Mitsubishi UFJ (BTMU) 

is one of the largest foreign banks operating in North America. BTMU’s parent, 

Mitsubishi UFJ Financial Group, Inc. (MUFG), is one of the world’s leading financial 

groups. Our staff and customers represent a great number of ethnic, cultural, and 

linguistic backgrounds. We honor the different points of view that everyone brings 

to our common enterprise, knowing that our strength is based on our diversity. The 

Diversity & Inclusion Council at BTMU Americas, whose members represent nearly 

all of our business lines and support units, supports the promotion of diversity and 

inclusion as key components of our efforts to create a vibrant company.

We are proud to support the B’nai B’rith Diverse Minds Youth Writing Challenge.
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Winner of the 2008

Diverse Minds Youth Writing Challenge
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NEW YORK CIT Y JUDGING PANEL

B’nai B’rith International would like to thank the following judging panel members for 
donating their time and talents to reviewing the finalists’ submissions and selecting

the winners for the 2014 Diverse Minds Youth Writing Challenge.


