
 

 

 

 

“There are those who would prefer that we do not hold this news conference here today. 
They feel uncomfortable that we show what is really happening inside Iran. They prefer that 
we continue to nurture the illusion that Iran has changed direction. They’re not prepared to 
recognize that Iran, a brutal regime, has not abandoned its deep involvement in terrorism, 
its systematic efforts to undermine peace and security throughout the Middle East, and its 
ambition to destroy the State of Israel…They conveniently ignore Iran’s continued criminal 
aggression in the mass killings in Syria; in supporting the terrorist organizations in Lebanon, 
in Gaza; in subversion throughout the Middle East; in dispatching terrorists to five 
continents; in the execution of hundreds of innocent people inside Iran every year. Above 
all, they deceive themselves into believing that Iran has given up its goal of developing 
nuclear weapons.”  

Taking a thinly-veiled swipe at EU foreign policy head Catherine Ashton for meeting with 
Iranian President Ruhani, Netanyahu noted “We even saw representatives of the world 
powers shaking hands and smiling with the heads of Iran’s regime, at the same time we were 
unloading these missiles here in Eilat. And by contrast, if we build some apartment or some 
balcony in a neighborhood of Jerusalem, we hear a chorus of vociferous international 
condemnations against the State of Israel.”  

He charged that Iran is building ICBM’s to hit the West and cautioned that “those engaged in 
self-deception must awaken from their slumber.”  

Following Netanyahu, Defense Minister Moshe Ya’alon said that the smuggled arms were 
“another example of the fact that the Iranian regime is actually the largest terror exporter in 
the world. There is no conflict in the Middle East that this regime does not nourish with 
weapons or ammunition, with money or knowledge in terrorism.”  

He accused Iran of using their diplomatic pouch to transport explosives to Iranian embassies 
in Asia and South America. 

 


