
 

 

 
May 12, 2020 

 
 

The Honorable Marcelo Rebelo de Sousa 
President of the Portuguese Republic 

 
 
Dear Mr. President, 
 
In 2015, Portugal took a giant leap forward in granting Jews from traditional Sephardic communities the 
right of Portuguese nationality without the need to speak the native language or live in Portugal. A pro- 
posed change in the law would requires people to physically live in Portugal. This proposal threatens  
not only the spirit of the law but sadly reverts to a time that we’d just as soon forget.  

 
Change does not happen overnight. In a time of mobile societies, people throughout the world maintain 
dual citizenships, reflecting the great pride and loyalty they experienced in past homelands. Remember, 
at the time of the expulsion, people fled quickly, converted or were killed. People do not return 500  
years later as quickly as they left or virtually disappeared. They dispersed to all corners of the earth.  
If the authors of the original law in 2015 were earnest and well-intended, they will hold to the spirit  
of the law.  

 
Twice in the past 12 months, I had the great joy of visiting the Jewish communities of Lisbon and  
Oporto. During the first visit, Jewish leaders from at least 15 countries, representing the International  
Council of B’nai B’rith, heard a wide array of excellent speakers, including Catarina Vaz Pinto, the  
president of the Jewish community and the Israeli Ambassador to Portugal. They discussed the great 
contributions of Jews to the history, culture and economic development of your beautiful country.  
We attended a global conference at the University, an annual symposium about the Jews of Portugal 
in an exercise of great intellect and outstanding scholarship. I was privileged to inaugurate Oporto’s  
remarkable Jewish Museum, which will become a magnet for global visitors. 

 
Before embarking on B’nai B’rith’s 2019 conference to Lisbon, a delegation met with UN Secretary- 
General Antonio Guterres about our planned meeting. He could not have been more pleased, and  
when we returned and met with him at the United Nations after, he was delighted to hear about B’nai 
B’rith’s most positive and productive meeting. 

 
I returned a few months ago to address more than 400 people at the magnificent Kadoorie Synagogue  
in Oporto during a weekend of inspiring religious observances and learning. The weekend was attended 
by the members of the growing local Jewish community, including students, business leaders of great  
import and other professionals; and rabbis from throughout Europe, the Far East, Russia, Australia,  
South America and North America.  



 

 

 
The Jewish reawakening and growth in Portugal continues to manifest itself in many important ways,  
with kosher restaurants and hotels, the production and wide distribution of award-winning films, includ- 
ing one praised by Pope Francis. Finally, among numerous other activities in recent years, one Sephardic  
family donated 50 million euros to the Campalimaud Foundation and another paid for the digitization  
of the Inquisition files that were decaying for a lack of funding.  

 
On behalf of B’nai B’rith International, founded in 1843, the global voice of the Jewish people, we im- 
plore you to halt attempts to modify Decree-Law No. 30-A/2015 in any way that would lessen or weaken 
the law promoting the right of Portuguese nationality. 

 
Thank you for your consideration. 

 
Sincerely, 

 

 
Charles O. Kaufman 

 


